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the door he was arrested by the Captain of the
Guard, who asked for his sword. The Marshal
broke out into laments and protestations. What!
his sword that had done such service! Was this
the reward of his campaigns, his thirty-two wounds,
his father's merits? He must and would speak to
the King; at length he surrendered his sword and
\vas led to the Bastille, where his captivity was shared
by the Count of Auvergne.

Biron was forthwith arraigned of high treason
before the Parliament. The peers of the realm were
summoned to take their place among the judges, as
was customary when one of their number was on his
trial. But none appeared. They were unwilling to
condemn yet dared not acquit. The evidence of the
guilt of the accused was overwhelming and the
court unanimously sentenced him to a traitor's
death (July 29, 1602).

The Chancellor and other officials went to the
Bastille to communicate the judgment to the pris-
oner. He was occupied in astrological calculations,
seeking to discover his fate from the stars. When
he learnt on more certain authority what it was to
be, he burst forth in a passion of violent invective.
Was this the King's gratitude ? Why did he refuse
to pardon him and let greater culprits go scot free?
How many times had fipernon betrayed him, and
Mayenne ? Queen Elizabeth was ready to forgive
Essex, had he asked for mercy. Well, if he must
die, he must, but the King had not learnt all his
secret, and never should from him. Even yet he
could not believe that he would be executed. So